
ART APPRECIATION 

Covenant Group Session 

Greenville Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

 

Opening Words &Chalice Lighting:  In this place together, we light this candle in honor of the 

light within each of us, the light among us, and the light we bring into the world.  
 

Check In: What is your favorite “art” and how has it been a part of your life in the last week? 

 

Opening Reading:   
All religions, arts, and sciences are branches of the same tree. All these aspirations are directed 

toward ennobling man’s life, lifting it from the sphere of mere physical existence and leading the 

individual towards freedom.  ~ Albert Einstein  
 
 

Readings from the Common Bowl 

 

Questions for sharing and for discussion: 

1. What is your personal definition of art? 

2. What makes art good or not good?  (For example:  Are hotel paintings and velvet Elvises 

art?) 

3. What is the difference between art and craft? 

4. Art can feed the soul:  What kind of art serves that purpose for you?  How and where do 

you find it?  Is it part of your daily life, or do you need to seek it out? 

5. How do you think art has been (is) used to manipulate society and public opinion?   

6. Should art be funded and supported by the government?  If so, who decides what projects 

get funded, and what criteria should be used? 

 

Sharing (This is a time to speak without interruption and for deep listening.  No cross talk) 

Breathing together in silence for two minutes. 

Open Discussion (This is the time to respond to something another person said or relate 

additional thoughts that may have occurred as others shared.) 

Closing reading:  
 

I feel that there is nothing more truly artistic than to love people. 

~Vincent van Gough 

 

Check out: As we close today, how are you feeling now? 

 

Extinguish the Chalice 



READINGS FROM THE COMMON BOWL 

 

Art is not a thing: it is a way.  

~Elbert Hubbard 

 

The artist is nothing without the gift, 

but the gift is nothing without work.  

~Emile Zola 

 

Works of art are all that survive of 

incredibly gifted people. 

~Peter C. Wilson 

 

 I found I could say things with color 

and shapes that I couldn't say any 

other way - things I had no words for. 

~Georgia O'Keeffe 

 

Without art, the crudeness of reality 

would make the world unbearable. 

~George Bernard Shaw 

 

Love the art in yourself, not yourself 

in the art.  ~Konstantin Stanislavsky 

 

Art is the proper task of life. 

~Friedrich Netzsche 

 

The artist is not a different kind of 

person, but every person is a different 

kind of artist. 

~Eric Gill 

 

The only thing I know is that I paint 

because I need to, and I paint 

whatever passes through my head 

without any other consideration." 

~Frida Kahlo 

Art requires courage. 

~Anne Tucker 

 

Love of beauty is Taste. The creation 

of beauty is Art. 

~Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

Art is never finished, only abandoned. 

~Leonardo da Vinci 

 

In art, the hand can never execute 

anything higher than the heart can 

inspire. 

~Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

Art is the most intense mode of 

individualism that the world has 

known. 

~Oscar Wilde 

 

I am enough of an artist to draw freely 

upon my imagination. Imagination is 

more important than knowledge. 

Knowledge is limited. Imagination 

encircles the world. 

~ Albert Einstein 

 

Art enables us to find ourselves and 

lose ourselves at the same time. 

~Thomas Merton 

 

Art is much less important than life, 

but what a poor life it would be 

without it. 

~Robert Motherwell 

 


